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tie gave me a beautiful Fusee, which cost him forty guineas,
a pair of pistols of exquisite workmanship, and a purse
containing fifty guineas in cash and a twenty five pounds
Bank note.

About half past twelve we took our seats in the chaise,
both sadly dejected at thus leaving all that was dear
behind us, and in all likelihood taking a last adieu of
our native City. For the first ten miles we exchanged
not a word, each being deeply wrapt in thought, but by
the time we reached Dartford, where we changed horses,
we became more reconciled to our fate, and began to con-
verse a little. Between four and five we arrived at Graves-
end, and drove to the Falcon, which, being crowded with
guests, they crammed us into a miserable little hole of
a room so enveloped in smoke we could scarce see the
candles they placed upon a table. In a couple of hours
they brought an abominable ill dressed dinner. In short
every thing was so disgustingly bad that I proposed to
Bourchier going back to Dartford to sleep, which a waiter
hearing, who had recognized me from having been there
twice before, he very civilly said the house had been un-
usually full all day, but that a party would in a few minutes
leave one of the best rooms which, although already promised,
he would secure for us. He kept his word, soon shewing
us into the room Fanny and I had occupied, where, putting
wax candles upon the table, and bringing a magnum bonum
of very palatable claret which I ordered, we became re-
conciled to the house. Having finished our wine, we went
to the public billiard table, where we found a motley
collection of people. After looking at the players for an
hour, we returned to our Inn, eat a few oysters, and went
to bed. The next day being the 19th, we hired a boat
and went on board the Plassey to ascertain where our cots
were to be hung. We found Captain Waddell in the Cuddy,
who said the ship would not move for a couple of days*
He pressed us to stay dinner, which we declined having
ordered one on shore. Mr. Douglas was very attentive and
shewed us our berth, which was spacious and airy, being two